
ESCAI,A,NTE VAIIEY. UTA]I

1976 - L977

The 1976-197'7 water year was characterized by a drought which left most

of the state short of adequate water supplies as well as the Eseahnte Va11ey.

Although the water year preeipitation totals do not adequately refleet

this condition ( average of lifilford, ],fi-nersville and Beaver ) total accumula-

tion of the three months of December 1976 thru February l-]77 amounted. to

about 0.53 inches, 60% of normal. The limited winter precipitation and snow-

faI1 in mountains resulted in much below normal surface nrnoff JurinE the

spring snowmelt.

The situation was eased somewhat by heauy rains in IVtray (averaging 1.70

inches, 224% of normal) and continued this wet pattern in July arrd August.

The monthly temperature data during the year showed no significant

departures with most months near normal. The largest departure was during

June when temperatures averaged about I degrees above normal.

Streamflow for the water year at Beaver, Utah was 7 1360 acre-feet, 32%

of the 15-year (tgSS-lZ) average, establistling a new record 1ow flow dating

back to when reeords began in 191/+. The previous record 1ow year was 81300

acre-feet in L972. The flow on the Beaver River has been below normal for

the last 19 months.

October-December precipitation in 1977 indicates that strearnflow is

likely to be below normal but higher than last year, about 75% of normal.
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